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October 22, 2009

Dear Parents,
This time of year is when I usually send home information regarding our summer service trip, where we’ll be going and what to expect.  Well this year’s paperwork is a little different.  This year we have the exciting opportunity to host our very own workcamp experience right here at St. Anthony’s and when the idea presented itself we were more than happy to accept.  We have seen so many blessings each year in the faces of those we serve, the friendships with the other youth groups that are formed and the love of Christ that is a bond between all of us.  Now we believe it is time to take what we have learned and share our love and talents with those in our immediate community.  

This year we will be partnering with an organization known as SHINE Workcamps (Serving Him In the Needy and Elderly).  SHINE is a Catholic based organization that provides a full service workcamp experience in communities all throughout the country.  There is a lot of information that comes along with the responsibility of hosting a workcamp so let me briefly fill you in on some of the major points that any camper during the week would be experiencing.  

What will this week be like?  LIFE CHANGING…in all the best ways!  Campers will arrive on a Monday afternoon, be put into groups and meet new people from all over the country that will be in their work group for the week, work Tuesday-Friday and leave Saturday morning.  Each evening will have what is known as “evening program” where there will be games, a keynote speaker, Adoration and Confession, open mic night and a concert Friday night to close out the week.  
What will we be doing during our work days?  Each morning we’ll have breakfast, mass, proceed to our cars and head to our worksites.  Everyone in the group will have a responsibility whether it’s painting, spackling, sanding, hammering…you name it, we can do it!  At the end of the day your group will go to their assigned shower facility, come back to St. Anthony’s for dinner, evening program, youth group time and lights out.
Where will we eat, sleep and shower?  SHINE provides all of the meals each day (breakfast, lunch and dinner).  Since we are the “host” parish this year we are asked to provide a place for meals to be eaten (cafeteria), a place to sleep (SAS classrooms with air mattresses provided) and facilities to shower (TBA: possibly local YMCA).  The idea of this week is sacrifice and to understand that many go without simply because they can’t afford it or cannot provide it for their families.  We know it’s not ideal conditions or the most comfortable surroundings but that’s the point.  We are able to go without, sacrifice of ourselves and still be just fine.  It’s amazing how little you need to have such an impactful week!
What will this cost the parish?  Absolutely nothing.  Since we are hosting SHINE, they are in need of our facility to make the week work, which means the parish is doing them a service by allowing the campers to use our grounds while we serve those of our communities.
What will this cost each camper?  The cost of the trip will remain the same as any other year.  Each teen will be asked to contribute $225 in order to attend this workcamp.  That will go to covering registration costs, gas money, etc…since there will be no bus fee or hotel cost for the bus driver needed.  Any financial balance required will come from our fundraisers.  As always, if this is a financial hardship for your family, please speak with Jen privately.  NO TEEN WILL BE TURNED AWAY FROM SERVICE BECAUSE OF FINANCES!!!
Can my teen come and go since we’re “home” this year?  Absolutely not.  This week needs to be treated like any other workcamp week.  We are no better or worse because this is our parish.  We are campers, members of TASC Youth Group and ultimately servants of Christ.  We are here to do just what everyone else is…serve!  That means you eat what everyone else eats, sleep where everyone else sleeps and essentially “retreat” from your everyday life.  There will be no exceptions to this rule!  You will not be allowed to stop home for any reason, not be allowed to have friends or family visit you here or at the worksite and certainly not allowed to go anywhere alone.  Just because you may be comfortable with your surroundings does not mean the rules change!
What is required of my teen to go?  Please be clear…there is NO SKILL REQUIRED!  There is a job for everyone, a purpose for each teen to serve and their abilities will be used no matter what they are able to do.  Absolutely anyone and everyone is capable of serving.  Nothing will be asked of you that you can’t accomplish and each group will be completely supervised by knowledgeable adults.  God has gifted us with the ability to help others and that includes EVERYONE!  You will need to participate in several fundraisers throughout the year (please see attachment) but that requires nothing of you but time and a positive attitude.  
Who will be served?  It’s my job, as Youth Minister, to find those in need of home repair and maintenance.  There are many in our communities (a 30 min. radius of Hawthorne) that are elderly and need repairs around their home that they cannot do themselves and cannot afford to have done.  Things like wheelchair ramps, bathroom repairs, painting and drywall replacement are all within our abilities.  Also, many have had rain or fire damage to their home, which now creates and unsafe living environment for their family.  It will be my job to pass out applications to local organizations and churches for those in need.  They will fill out the applications, return them to me, their homes will be assessed (by myself and other knowledgeable adults) and project assignments will be created based on urgency and need of assistance.  I will have more information on this as it becomes available.  
Please know that this is an unforgettable experience for your teen.  Not only will they grow in spirit and work ethic because they are serving their community but they will grow close to Christ with confidence, acceptance and love.  All of the skills and practices learned during a week of service can be translated to so much more than just “construction” in a teens life.  Empowering our teens with a friendship with Christ is the greatest gift we can give them to last a lifetime.  This week offers many powerful episodes…morning, noon and night!  I would love to chat with you about this further if there are any questions or concerns that you might have.  Feel free to contact me at 973-427-1478.  I look forward to working with you and your teen in what promises to be a year of blessings!

God Bless,

Jen Fox

Youth Minister, TASC Youth Group

St. Anthony Church

Mandatory Fundraiser Schedule

Bakers Competition: Sunday, November 15th 1pm SAS Gym

Babysitting/Movie Night: Saturday, December 12th time TBA SAS Gym

Pasta Dinner: Friday, May 21st (pending date approval) set up 3pm SAS Gym
